
 

 

Dr Dimitri Corpakis, is an independent expert, advising organisations, governments 

and local and regional authorities on innovation, growth and technological change. 

An engineer and planner by training, he has more than 30 years’ experience on the 

European integration process. Dimitri (who recently retired from the services of 

the European Commission following a career of over 26 years in Brussels) has 

worked in many policy areas including Education and Training, Information and 

Communication Technologies, Social Sciences and Humanities, and Regional 

Innovation Ecosystems with an emphasis on interactions and synergies between 

the Union’s Research and Innovation and Cohesion Policies (European Structural 

and Investment Funds). 

In recent years, Dimitri led DG Research and Innovation’s Unit on the Regional 

Dimension of Innovation (now called ‘Spreading Excellence and Widening 

Participation) managing the legacy 7th Framework Programme actions on “Regions of Knowledge” and “Research 

Potential”, building links with the Union's Cohesion Policy, with a strong focus on developing Research and Innovation 

Strategies for Smart Specialisation (RIS3), ensuring the Commission’s link with the Joint Programming Initiative on 

“Urban Europe” and launching the ground-breaking actions on closing the innovation divide (new Horizon 2020 Part 

IV on Spreading Excellence and Widening Participation - Teaming, Twinning and ERA Chairs).  

Dimitri has been basing his action firmly on the grounds of Triple Helix, as early as in the late ‘80s, when working for 

the Greek civil service (Ministry of National Education) developing the Greek actions on COMETT, a pioneer EU 

programme on advanced training for technology using university-industry collaboration. Later on he was able to 

develop a new action on ‘Regions of Knowledge’ where the Triple Helix approach was again at the centre piece of the 

programme. 

Among Dimitri’s main achievements so far, one can count the sharp increase of the funding share of Research and 

Innovation by the European Structural and Investment Funds (from 4% in the early ‘90s to almost 30% in the last 

programming period 2014-20); the introduction and the successful deployment of the new actions on Widening 

participation in Horizon 2020 (the EU’s Framework Programme for Research and Innovation) that aim to raise scientific 

excellence in low-performing European and associated countries by introducing joint ventures between advanced 

institutions and research organisations and universities in need of performance (mainly located in Central and Eastern 

Europe). Dimitri has also set up the first ever edition of the European Advisory Board for Science, Technology and 

Innovation (EURAB), a high-level advisory policy structure for the European Commissioner for Research and 

Innovation, bringing together high level academics and captains of industry. 

As a future THA Board Member, Dimitri is willing to use his multiple connections world-wide and especially in Europe 

and the USA, to promote the THA objectives, raise their profile and impact and discover new funding modes. Activities 

can be initiated in Brussels in association with other think-tanks and scientific / professional associations with a 

European profile. 

Born in Athens (Greece) in 1952, Dimitri holds a Diploma of Architectural Engineering from the National Technical 

University of Athens, a Maitrise en Urbanisme by the Institut d’Urbanisme de l’Académie de Paris, a DEA and a 

Doctorat de 3e cycle by the Université de Paris-I-Panthéon-Sorbonne in Regional Development. He is fluent in English, 

French and Greek (his mother tongue) 

A long-time Brussels resident, Dimitri can be reached at d.corpakis@gmail.com (see also 

https://about.me/dimitri_corpakis). He is also active on LinkedIn (www.linkedin.com/in/dimitricorpakis ) and on 

Twitter (https://twitter.com/gpstune). He can be also contacted on Skype (caddy2004). 
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