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THA	vice-presidency	

My	name	is	Mariza	Almeida.	I	am	a	Brazilian	researcher	and	professor	at	the	Federal	University	
of	 the	 State	of	Rio	de	 Janeiro	 (Unirio),	 in	Brazil	 and	 since	2013	 I	 have	been	 served	as	 Triple	
Helix	Association	as	vice	president.	I	would	like	to	continuous	to	undertake	the	responsibilities	
of	being	Vice	President	in	the	next	term	and	to	focus	on	matters	involving	this	association.	

I	 have	 used	 the	 Triple	 Helix	model	 in	my	 research	 on	 a	 variety	 of	 different	 studies,	 ranging	
from	 aspects	 of	 the	 generation	 of	 technological	 innovation	 to	 the	 university’s	 efforts	 to	
develop	initiatives	to	reduce	the	country’s	social	 inequality,	and	my	current	research	on	eco-
entrepreneurship	in	Brazil.	The	strength	of	the	model	is	demonstrated	in	its	ability	to	explain	
the	university’s	involvement	in	developing	new	knowledge	that	leads	to	regional	economic	and	
social	development	and	the	ensuing	benefits	to	the	population.	

I	 set	 out	 below	 the	 main	 proposals	 to	 be	 attained	 during	 the	 next	 term,	 as	 well	 as	 my	
professional	and	academic	experience,	for	consideration	by	the	THA	members.		

Proposals	

I	would	like	to	help	THA	to	be	a	representative,	international	and	interdisciplinary	organization	
which	 contributes	with	 the	advancement	and	dissemination	of	 research	and	practices	 about	
innovation	and	interactions	between	universities,	firms	and	government.	

These	include:	

 Develop	new	THA	projects,	in	order	to	invigorate	its	activities.	
 Encouraging	the	organization	of	local	THA	groups,	aimed	at	deepening	the	theoretical	
approach	and	carrying	out	new	research,	and	establishing	collaborative	 relationships	
with	universities,	businesses	and	government.				

 Overseeing	 the	 setting	 up	 of	 the	 new	 THA	 website,	 with	 a	 view	 to	 facilitating	
communication	 and	 the	 dissemination	 of	 information	 about	 our	 activities,	 research	
projects	 and	 scientific	 articles	 among	 members	 and	 other	 parties	 interested	 in	 the	
study	of	innovation.				



 Monitoring	the	activities	performed	by	the	various	THA	committees,	so	as	to	be	able	
to	 integrate	 and	 expand	 the	 activities	 and	 their	 influence	 within	 the	 international	
scientific	environment.	

 Contribute	to	create	new	Triple	Helix	chapters	in	other	countries	to	spread	the	model	
and	its	applications.	
	

Experience	

My	 first	 professional	 experience	was	 as	 an	 agronomist,	working	 for	 the	Rio	de	 Janeiro	 state	
government.	In	a	professional	field	where	women	rarely	participate,	I	was	able	to	work	in	my	
field	of	 study	and	help	socially	excluded	groups	such	as	 small-scale	 farmers	and	 the	 landless	
rural	workers	movement.	Later,	I	decided	to	return	to	the	university	to	complete	my	master’s	
degree	and	doctorate,	deepening	my	knowledge	in	order	to	better	comprehend	the	situation	
of	the	groups	 I	was	working	with	and	contribute	to	their	development.	During	this	process,	 I	
became	heavily	involved	in	research,	to	the	point	that	I	decided	to	change	my	career	path.	

I	 first	 came	 across	 the	 Triple	 Helix	 concept	 in	 1999,	 when,	 having	 started	 my	 Ph.D.	 in	
Production	Engineering	at	COPPE,	the	engineering	institute	at	the	Federal	University	of	Rio	de	
Janeiro,	I	attended	a	workshop	in	preparation	for	a	conference	in	Rio,	2000.	Since	then,	I	have	
had	 many	 opportunities	 to	 develop	 a	 deeper	 understanding	 and	 apply	 this	 concept,	 from	
research	under	 the	guidance	of	Prof.	 José	Mello,	during	my	PhD	course,	 to	various	meetings	
with	Prof.	Henry	Etzkowitz	when	he	has	visited	Rio	de	Janeiro.	 Interest	 in	 incubators	and	the	
role	of	the	university	in	the	innovation	process	was	the	starting	point	for	the	research	pursued	
during	my	doctoral	studies.	

From	 that	 time	 on,	 my	 research	 topics	 have	 been	 incubators,	 entrepreneurship	 and	 the	
process	of	innovation	in	Brazil.	

As	a	result	of	my	research	and	the	direct	fruits	of	my	doctoral	thesis,	co-authored	with	Henry	
Etzkowitz	 and	 José	 Manoel	 Carvalho	 de	 Mello,	 we	 published	 the	 article	 "Towards	 "meta-
innovation"	 in	 Brazil:	 the	 evolution	 of	 the	 incubator	 and	 the	 emergence	 of	 the	 triple	 helix"	
(Research	Policy,	v,	34,	n.4,	pp.	411-424,	2005)	

During	the	doctoral	course,	my	attention	turned	to	studying	a	special	kind	of	 incubator	-	 the	
cooperative	incubator.	This	is	a	variety	that	was	created	in	Brazil,	within	the	university,	and	is	
aimed	at	economic	development	through	inclusion	within	the	formal	labor	market	of	excluded	
social	groups.	An	article	on	this	topic	was	also	published,	under	the	title	“Social	Innovation	in	a	
Developing	 Country:	 Invention	 and	 Diffusion	 of	 the	 Brazilian	 Cooperative	 Incubator”,	 co-
authored	 with	 professors	 Etzkowitz	 and	 Mello,	 which	 addresses	 the	 spread	 of	 cooperative	
incubators	 in	Brazil	 and	 is	based	on	 the	 studies	of	E.	Rogers	on	 the	 spread	of	 innovation,	as	
well	 as	 the	 Triple	 Helix	 Twins,	 by	 Henry	 Etzkowitz	 (International	 Journal	 of	 Technology	 and	
Globalization,	presented	in	2010).	

From	 a	 comparative	 study	 of	 three	 higher	 education	 institutions	 in	 Brazil,	 I	 published	 the	
article	 “Innovation	 and	 entrepreneurship	 in	 Brazilian	 universities	 (International	 Journal	 of	
Technology	Management	&	Sustainable	Development,	v.	7,	pp.	39-58,	2008).	



The	article	“Overcoming	institutional	shortcomings	of	academic	spin-off	policies	in	Brazil”,	co-
authored	with	 Antônio	 Botelho,	 is	 an	 exploratory	 study	 of	 policy	 to	 support	 the	 creation	 of	
spin-offs	 in	 Brazil	 (International	 Journal	 of	 Technology	 Management	 &	 Sustainable	
Development	v.	9	(3),	pp.	175-193).	

The	chapter	entitled	“The	Incubator	Movement:	a	Comparative	Analysis	of	Brazil	and	Mexico”,	
co-authored	with	Branca	Terra	and	Maria	Pilar	Hernandez,	was	 included	in	the	book	“Theory	
and	Practice	of	the	Triple	Helix	Model	in	Developing	Countries:	Issues	and	Challenges”,	edited	
by	Mohammed	Saad	and	Girma	Zadiew	and	published	by	Routledge	of	London	in	2011.	

Since	 2015	 I	 have	 been	 participating	 at	 Global	 Entrepreneurship	 University	Metrics	 (GEUM)	
project	proposed	by	Professor	Henry	Etzkowitz,	and	actually	I	coordinating	the	Brazilian	team	
composed	by	10	researchers	and	12	students	from	5	different	universities.	Our	objective	is	to	
establish	a	system	of	 indicators	 to	evaluate	entrepreneurial	activities	at	Brazilian	universities	
considering	the	international	and	local	indicators.	


