
1 
 
 

Yuzhuo Cai Application for Triple Helix 
Association Executive Board Member 

June 2017 

yuzhuo.cai@uta.fi 

Short Bio 

Dr. Yuzhuo Cai is a University Lecturer and Adjunct Professor at the 
Higher Education Group  (HEG), Faculty of Management, University 
of Tampere, Finland. He has been with the HEG for 15 years and was 
the Acting Professor of the unit from August 2013 to July 2014. He is 
serving as guest professor at both the Institute of International and 
Comparative Education, Beijing Normal University, and the Institute 
of China’s Science, Technology and Education Policy (ICSTEP), 
Zhejiang University in China. He is also the convener of the Thematic 
Research Group of ‘Entrepreneurial Universities’ in the Triple Helix 
Association and the co-chair of the “Triple Helix Working Papers”. He 
is one of the two founding members of the Chinese Education 
Research and Exchange Centre (CEREC) at the University of Tampere, the first centre specialising 
in Chinese education research and educational cooperation with China in continental Europe. He is 
the board member of the Sino-Finnish Joint Learning Innovation Institute (JoLii) and the Director 
of Sino-Finnish Education Research Centre, JoLii. He is the co/coordinator of the Network of EU-
China Education and Innovation Studies. He has worked as Finnish team leader of eight EU funded 
projects and coordinator of four Nordic or Finnish projects. He holds a Ph.D. degree in 
Administrative Science and two Master's degrees respectively in Comparative and International 
Education and in Psychology. His main teaching and research areas are higher education and 
innovation studies, with about 70 peer reviewed publications in these fields. 

Performance and achievements in Triple Helix Association and Triple Helix 
studies 

I have been continuously attending Triple Helix Conference since 2013. I have been serving as the 
Co-Convenor of Entrepreneurial University Thematic Research Group since 2015 and Co-Chair of 
Triple Helix Working Paper Series since 2017. In 2015, I organised an international workshop on 
entrepreneurial university in Beijing August 2015.  On behalf of the Triple Helix Association, I 
have been invited to the HEInnovate Workshop and Coneeect Conference in Berlin in September 
2015 to promote the Association and join the scholarly discussion on entrepreneurial university. In 
the 2016 Triple Helix Conference, I chaired both the Track on entrepreneurial university and its 
socio-economic impact and the Track on individuals in Triple Helix. Currently I am working with 
Rhiannon Pugh for a special issue at the Journal of Triple Helix on the topic of individuals in Triple 
Helix. Also I am one of the contributors to the GEUM white paper, an important project of Triple 
Helix Association on Global Entrepreneurial University Metrics.   
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In addition to my commitment to the Triple Helix Association activities, I have specifically 
contributed to the knowledge pool of Triple Helix research with extensive publications. The most 
cited articles are for example:   

• Cai, Y. (2015). What contextual factors shape “innovation in innovation”? —Integration of 
insights of the Triple Helix and the institutional logics perspective. Social Science Information, 
54(3), 299-326. doi: 10.1177/0539018415583527 

• Cai, Y., & Liu, C. (2015). The roles of universities in fostering knowledge-intensive clusters in 
Chinese regional innovation systems. Science and Public Policy, 42(1), 15-29. doi: 
10.1093/scipol/scu018 

• Cai, Y. (2014). Implementing the Triple Helix model in a non-Western context: an institutional 
logics perspective. Journal of Triple Helix, 1(1), 1-20. doi: 10.1186/s40604-014-0001-2 

My co-authored paper, titled “Towards a typology of university technology transfer organizations in 
China Typology” presented at the 2015 International Triple Helix Conference was awarded the Best 
Paper.  

Proposals for developing Triple Helix Association 

Being elected as executive board member of the Triple Helix Association, I would be committed to 
promote the Triple Helix Association with innovative strategies and active actions though with 
priority on the following ones.  

1. Bringing the Tripe Helix model to the centre of contemporary scholarly discussion and 
policy debates.  

Although Triple Helix model has dominated both academic research and policy practice in the 
knowledge-based economy or innovation system, the recent discussions in both scholarly literature 
and policies dialogues are paying special attentions to new actors, such as civil society, in the 
innovation systems. For instance, in EU policy documents there is a clear attention shift toward the 
role of citizen in social and economic development.  One reflection in the research communities is 
concerned with a debate between Triple Helix model and Quadruple Helix model (adding the civil 
society as the forth helix). To thrive the Triple Helix community, it is crucial to develop reasonable 
and convincing arguments about how the role citizens or civil society has been or could be 
considered in the Triple Helix model.  To this end, I will try to organise special issues, edited books 
and workshops around the topic, in addition to my own research.  My belief is that Triple Helix is 
by no means out-of-dated but to maximise its explanation power and potential for practice guidance 
the model the model needs to be reconceptualised and enhanced with supplementing theoretical 
insights.  

2. Enhancing the status of Triple Helix Publications 

In many countries, academics at universities are encouraged to publish in journals with higher status. 
None of the three Triple Helix publications (Triple Helix Journal, Helice, Triple Helix Working 
Papers) are in SSCI or Scopus. To thrive the Triple Helix publications, it is important to find ways 
to enhance the status of Triple Helix publications. Certainly attracting high quality papers is the key.  
To achieve such objective, one strategy is to enhance the collaboration and synergy among the 
publications. For instance, the Working Papers can be a place supporting authors to further develop 
their papers for Triple Helix Journal.  Moreover, we can mobilise THA members to suggest Triple 
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Helix Journal to a proper status at the publication categorisation managing bodies in their own 
countries. For instance, in part with my recommendations, the Triple Helix Journal has been moved 
from category zero to category one in the Finnish system.  

3. Promotion and network building for the Triple Helix Association 

I will help promote the Triple Helix Association (also member recruitment) via my coordinated 
Network (the Network of EU-China Education and Innovation Studies, Sino-Finnish Education 
Research Centre), my affiliated communities (various international research/professional projects, 
associations and conferences in relevant fields) and partner organisations/individual collaborators.  
While serving as the convenor of Entrepreneurial University Thematic Research Group (TRG), I 
have successfully attracted over 10 members to the group, becoming one of the most active TRGs.  

 

 


